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1 – 

PRESENTATION
OF ARTISTIC APPROACH

I work with pictures that result from wandering, from displacements through 
which the practice of our daily life is observed and studied. Via a process of 
overlays, collages, and transparencies, I use photography with this flexibility 
that characterizes the new digital circulation of images in order to search for 
encounters between things and individuals.

To briefly outline the idea of my practice, I might simply affirm that we are 
among images as they are among us. I would then like to place myself at the 
crossroads of these two trajectories, those of men and those of images, and to 
work on the relationships between desires, forms of consumptions, intimacies, 
histories and commodities.
I certainly do not have an answer, neither do I offer a definitive solution to 
the various contradictions of the world’s prose, but rather a learning process 
through placement, allowing for absurd movements, beloved connections and 
brutal encounters.

1 – 

PRÉSENTATION GÉNÉRALE
DE LA DÉMARCHE ARTISTIQUE

I developed a series of projects from a personal archive of photographs re-
corded with a cell phone camera. I then decided to gather these different pro-
jects under the same name of Europe, europe and to use the same edito-
rial structure for each of them: the seven series are published in the form of 
a newspaper. Each series can be about a specific place, a larger space, a  
theme, an encounter, a movement. There is also a document that is inserted 
inside each edition on which one can find a text. The objective of this narration 
is to create a link with the circulation, of men and images, deployed through 
the pages of the newspaper.
Finally, to this editorial practice, a series of exhibitions corresponding to each 
edition is added. The exhibition will be seen as a development of the theme 
raised by the chapter presented. Each installation, moving from the surface of 
the newspaper to the space of a room, is also an opportunity to bring in new, 
more recent photographs, as well as new metal structures or objects, which 
come into dialogue with the old images from the archive and already present 
in the edition.

In this way, I set up a network of independent, autonomous projects, each one 
distinct from the previous and the next. But together they build a coherent dia-
lectic, a description of how we live, circulate, work, consume, look at and relate 
to the things around us.

The titles of the seven episodes:

1 – Pray and Struggle 2 – Frontiers. 3 – The Studio. 4 – The Supermarket. 
5 – Our Music. 6 – The Conversation. 7 – Unboxing.



2 – 

VISUALS
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2 – 

VISUALS

On the following pages: an overview of the first and second edition with some 
pictures of the different printed objects and installation views. At the end, you 
will find some photographs of a prototype, research images and a drawing.



Chapter 1, Pray and Struggle, 2022

Newspaper,
16p.,
50 X 70 cm

Spreads overview
4

— O Canto e as Armas



Chapter 1, Insert, 2022

A4 folded,
Colored paper 80gr,
21 X 29.7 cm

5
— O Canto e as Armas

A Journey at the Louvre,
2022



Fixez (Rose), 2022

Prints,
Aluminium plate,
33 X 68,5 cm

6

Chapter 1, Printed objects 2022



Plant (Blue), 2022

Prints,
Aluminium plate,
33 X 68,5 cm
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Jasmin, 2022

Prints,
Aluminium plate,
68,5 X 87,5 cm
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Display (Yellow), 2022

Prints,
Aluminium plate,
33 X 68,5 cm
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Plateau, Brussels, BE

Prints, paperclips,
Aluminium plates,
Round steel tubes,
Steel structures.

Chapter 1, Installation view, 2022



Chapter 4, The supermarket, 2023

Newspaper,
16p.,
50 X 70 cm

Spreads overview
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— O Canto da Floresta



Receipts 1,
2015

Receipts 2,
2016

Chapter 4, The supermarket, 2023
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AAC12, Liège, BE

Prints,
Steel, 
Neons lights.

Chapter 4, Installation view, 2023
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Display 1, 2023

Prints, 
Steel,
Neons lights,

Chapter 4, Installation view, 2023
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Window (prototype), 2023

Steel, Aluminium,
Fragments of newspaper, 
printed images, scotch, 
price tag.

Prototype for a new series of structures.
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Newman’s studio, 1970

Research of form for a dollylike cart structure
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Sketch of two steel boxes with collage

Kurt Schwitters, 19

Prints, 
Steel,
Neons lights,

Research of a way to engage with the real



3 – 

OVERVIEW
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2 – 

VISUALS

On the following pages: a general view of the newspaper covers and some 
spreads from the next chapters.



Overview newspapers (covers)
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Europe, europe I – VII

Newspaper,
500 X 700 mm
2022 – 2025

Chapter 1, Pray and Struggle

— O Canto e as Armas

Chapter 2, Frontiers

— A canção do Mar

Chapter 5, Our Music

— A flor e o ecrã

Chapter 6, The Conversation

— Escrevo o teu nome duas vezes

Chapter 3, The Studio

— A Aventura de recomeçar

Chapter 4, The Supermarket

— O Canto da Floresta



Chapter 2, Frontiers

— A canção do Mar

Lights,
2021

(Spread)

Arcades,
2021

(Spread)
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Studio IV,
2020

(Spreads)

Chapter 3, The Studio

— A Aventura de recomeçar
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Studio II,
2020

(Spreads)



Chapter 5, Our Music

— A flor e o ecrã
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Three sunsets,
2021

(Spread)

Handrail / Screen saver I,
2021

(Spread)
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If we repeat...,
2021

(Spread)

Chapter 6, The Conversation

— Escrevo o teu nome duas vezes

Twice...,
2021

(Spread)



4 – 

CV

Website: www.joaobasto.com
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João Basto, 1989, Portugal.
+33.6.24.56.92.00
jbbasto14@gmail.com 
esiturecords.bandcamp.com
 

EDUCATION
  
2026-... RHoK Academie, Brussels, Painting and Drawing. 
2019-2020 Royal Academy of Fine Arts, Antwerp, MA Visual Arts.
2014-2015 École Nationale Supérieure de la Photographie, Arles.
2012-2016 École Supérieure des Arts de l’Image, Brussels, BA Photography.
2009-2012 Panthéon-Assas Paris II, Paris, BA in Law.
 
EXHIBITIONS
 
2023 Art au Centre 2023, Group-show, Liège, BE
2022 Art Contest 2022, Group-show, Vanderborght Building, Brussels, BE
2022 Europe, europe, Pray and Struggle, Solo-show, Plateau, Brussels, BE
2021 Plateau00, Group-show, Plateau, Brussels, BE
2020 Blume!, Graduation-show, FOMU, Antwerp, BE
2020 Masters Expo 2020, Group-show, KASKA, Antwerp, BE
2019 Fragment project, La nuit des Idées, Fundação Gulbenkian, Lisboa, PT
2018 Fragment project, BEM 18, Coudenberg, Brussels, BE 
2017 Regards sur l’Europe, Group-show, Espace Belleville, Paris, FR
  
ART PRIZES / SCHOLARSHIPS
 
2023 Fédération Wallonie-Bruxelles, Aide à la création 2023, Europe Part. 2.
2022 Pre-selection Prix Médiatine, Brussels, BE
2022 Finalist Art Contest 2022, Brussels, BE
2021 Fédération Wallonie-Bruxelles, Aide à la création 2021, Europe europe.
 
PUBLICATIONS 

2025 via ESITU Records, Tools, Pierre Bastien, LP, Album 
2024 via ESITU Records, Candid shots RPL, Nice Guise, Cassette, Album 
2023 Europe, europe – CH4 The Supermarket, Newspaper, Selfpublished 
2023 via ESITU Records, Candid shots, Nice Guise, Cassette, Album 
2022 Europe, europe – CH1 Pray and Struggle, Newspaper, Selfpublished 
2021 via ESITU Records, Zomianscape I & II, Laurent Jeanneau, LP, Album


